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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL OF MINES 

Statement 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [10.23 pm]: I have listened with 
great interest to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, who suggested that the state government needs to solve the problems of 
the Western Australian School of Mines. I remind the member, who used to be the Minister for Education and 
Training, that the School of Mines is part of Curtin University and universities are run by the commonwealth 
government. The member should make her speech to the federal Minister for Tertiary Education and tell him in 
no uncertain terms that, in not providing Curtin with the additional funds that it needs to run a regional 
university, Curtin finds it extremely difficult to meet the additional costs of running a campus in Kalgoorlie. If 
the member can convince her federal colleagues in the Gillard government to give Curtin the sort of additional 
funds that go to all other regional universities in Australia, it will be in a better position to do the sorts of things 
that the member thinks should be done.  

I happen to agree with most of what the member said, but let me also say that the School of Mines is not going to 
close. In fact, if the member were to take a minute to listen to the other side of the argument—I have listened to 
both sides of the argument—the school is growing in student numbers and it is growing in its capacity to deliver 
the top of the market people who are doing Masters degrees and PhDs in mining engineering and other mining-
related courses. That is a niche area that Curtin University believes that the Curtin School of Mines should head. 
The issue of first-year students is very vexatious; there are arguments for and against. I will not come in here and 
make a judgement about either side until I have come to a conclusion in my mind about what the situation is and 
what we should do in the future. I do not quite know what young people want. I do not know whether young 
people from Perth are prepared to go to Kalgoorlie in their first year and leave their mothers, the beaches, their 
girlfriends and the movie theatres and everything else they have in Perth. If that is the case, are we losing some 
students who would otherwise go into the mining industry because some first-year students do not want to go to 
Kalgoorlie in their first year? On the other hand, there is a very good argument that if people are to go into the 
mining industry, they should do their education in Kalgoorlie where they get on-site and industry-associated 
benefits. I am working very hard as a state minister to sort out the problems of the School of Mines, bearing in 
mind that the problem lies with the federal government. I asked the former Minister for Education about this 
issue because it has been around for as long as I can remember. It is not a new issue since Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 
visited Kalgoorlie. It has been around for at least 15 years that I know of, and what did the member do about it 
when she was the Minister for Education and Training? Did she do anything at all? The problem was there then 
and it is still there now. Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is saying that someone else should fix it. I am just asking why the 
member did not fix it when she had the opportunity to do something about it. 
 


